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Cause and effect - impact of regulation



MAV Environment/Water/Public Health Policy 
Activities

Projects overview Impacted by 

Water • Providing input to the SEPP (WoV) clauses relating to 
councils

• On-site domestic wastewater regulation
• Integrated Water Management Framework
• Stormwater reform, including review of the institutional 

responsibilities between Melbourne Water and councils
• Integrated Water Management Framework
• Development of a Victorian rural drainage strategy
• Liabilities of councils under the Water Act

SEPP (Waters of Victoria) review

Environment Protection Act review

Local Government Act Review

Victorian Floodplain Management 

Strategy implementation

Environment • Landfill levy funding
• Officers for the Protection of the Local Environment 

(OPLEs)
Environment Protection Act review

Public Health • Municipal Public Health and Wellbeing Plans 
• Tobacco reforms – outdoor dining smoking bans, 
• e-cigarettes
• Food safety – red-tape reduction proposals

Tobacco Act changes on 1.8.17

Victorian Government’s “Making it 
easier to do business in Victoria” draft 
action statement



SEPP Review

MAV activities

• Participating on Stakeholder Reference 
Committee

• Focussing on clauses relating to local 
government:

On-site domestic wastewater 
(Clauses 32 to 35)
Stormwater (Clause 46)

State Environment Protection Policy 
(Waters of Victoria)

The State Environment Protection Policy 
(Waters of Victoria) sets the framework for 
government agencies, businesses and the 
community to work together to protect and 
rehabilitate Victoria’s surface water 
environments

There are three main features of the policy 
and its schedules:

• beneficial uses 
• environmental quality objectives 
• attainment program



Review of Melbourne Urban Stormwater 
Institutional Arrangements

DELWP review underway

31 May forum for local government

MAV will establish a working group over the next 18 
months to continue to gain Council input into the 
process.

This is a joint collaboration between DELWP, MAV 
and Melbourne Water.



Other Water Issues

• Integrated Water Management Framework

• Development of a Victorian rural drainage strategy

• Liabilities of councils under the Water Act

• Local Government Act review



Environment Protection Act Review

• Bill introduced into Parliament 
6 June 2017

• Local Government pilot project

• Officers for the Protection of 
the Local Environment 
(OPLEs)



Public Health  

• Tobacco

• Food safety – red-tape reduction



Further information

Contact:
Rosemary Hancock
Manager Water & Public Health
Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV)
Email – rhancock@mav.asn.au
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